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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORT REGARDING UNPAIR COMPETITION 
POR US ARMY TANK 

A GERMAN WIRE SERVICE (DPA) HAS PICKED UP THE DEC. 18 
REPORT WRITTEN BY JOHN W. FINNEY IN THE NEW YORK 
TIMES RE THE GERMANS BEING UPSET BY THE U.S. ROLE IN 
THE TWO-NATION TANK COMPETITION. THE EMBASSY HAS CON- 
FTRMF.D THAT DEPENSE MINISTER LEBER WAS AWARE OF THE 
ARTICLE THIS MORNING. ACCORDING TO LEBER'S PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT, THE ERG INTENDS TO POLLOW UP TO DETERMINE 
IP THERE IS UNPAIR COMPETITION DISADVANTAGEOUS TO THE 
LEOPARD 11. WE WERE TOLD THAT IF THE ALLEGATION WERE 
CORRECT, IT WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY COME TO THE ATTEN- 
TION OP ERG POLITICAL AUTHORITIES. HOWEVER, THE ERG 
DOES NOT INTEND TO PURSUE THE MATTER NOW AT THE POLI- 
TICAL LEVEL. RATHER, THE ERG EMBASSY WILL PROBABLY 
BE INSTRUCTED TO MAKE APPROPRIATE INQUIRIES IN 
WASHINGTON, ALTHOUGH NO INSTRUCTIONS TO THIS EPFECT 
HAVE YET BEEN SENT. SHOULD THE ISSUE STILL REMAIN OPEN 
NEXT MONTH, WE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IP LEBER BROUGHT 
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